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This Guide was written to assist classroom teachers in preparing for and leading an educational fieldtrip
to Old Town San Diego.

Old Town 4th Grade Historical and Cultural Program

Old Town 4th Grade Historical and Cultural Program
Mission Statement
To assist San Diego County schools in connecting fourth graders to the unique historical and cultural
resources in Old Town by deferring the cost of transportation and to encourage respect,
understanding, and appreciation for the cultural diversity of our communities.
The New Approach: Teacher directed tours using State of California curriculum standards
The Old Town San Diego Chamber of Commerce and businesses welcome you to Old Town San
Diego and are providing this guide as a resource to assist you in effectively conducting your Old
Town field trip. Many individuals and businesses in the greater Old Town Community have helped
fund this project. Additionally a Fundraising Golf Tournament was held to help defer the
transportation costs. It is our expectation that additional resources will be found to enable the
Chamber to continue and even expand this program in future years.
We recognize this will not replicate the former 4th Grade Old Town OCILE Program, but it is our
sincere hope that through our efforts, you and your 4th grade students will continue to visit,
understand, and appreciate the significant roles of Old Town San Diego in the history of California.
We will certainly appreciate your evaluation/feedback after taking your tour.
Feedback…As the first teachers to return to Old Town with this revised teachers guide, we are very
interested in what changes additions/deletions you would like to see to make this guide useful to you,
the teacher. The guide is presented in PDF form to reduce our cost, enabling us to allocate more
resources to bringing classes to Old Town. Additionally, the PDF format will allow the guide to be
easily modified as needs, information, and your feedback provide direction. Our goal is to make this
document as supportive of your trip as possible. What would YOU like to see in this guide to
support you and your students?
San Diego Unified Schools 4th grade teachers should contact the Race/Human Relations & Advocacy
office at 858-490-8678 to schedule a trip to Old Town through the Chamber of Commerce Program.
All other teachers should follow their school/district procedures for scheduling fieldtrips.
Teachers Checklist
Date action completed
⎯ Work with principal to schedule fieldtrip
⎯ SDUSD teachers contact Race/Human Relations to schedule your trip. (858-490-8678)
⎯ Contact all the fee-based locations you wish to visit
⎯ Secretary contacts transportation to schedule bus
⎯ Contact parents, or aides to assist with your trip. Extra adults to actively assist the students
significantly will improve quality of the learning for the students. (Some of the locations are best
suited to small groups.)
⎯ Send home district field trip permission slips

If choosing a fee based tour, contact the organization to schedule your trip. (You will be responsible
for paying the tour fees.)
⎯ Schedule sack lunches with cafeteria
⎯ Pre-trip lessons discuss bus and museum expectations
⎯ Note drop off and pickup times and locations with the bus driver
⎯ First aid kit
⎯ There is no location to drop off lunches. Have students plan to carry lunches with them.
Tips for success
Your trip is an extension of the classroom. Lessons taught during the fieldtrip and standards
maintained should reflect what you would expect in your classroom. As your class’s guide, you are
critical to their learning. Help your class to use their observation skills and find answers to their
questions as you tour Old Town San Diego. Don’t forget to leave time for walking between
locations. Old Town is about a mile in length.
• You are responsible for keeping your class/group together.
• Let your class know how long the tour will be and your expectations for them.
• Let them know what time they will eat and where.
• If you plan to have lunch in Old Town, the Plaza has a large grass area and tables to accommodate
you. Be aware there are frequently numerous groups that use the plaza for lunch. Please plan an
activity or watch Cygnet Theatre’s 11:30 production in the park as you eat.
• Stop outside each exhibit building to focus the class before going inside.
• In each exhibit, have the students carefully look around and discuss how the space might have been
used historically.
• Pavement conditions vary throughout the park, closed toe shoes are highly recommended.
• Pace yourself and periodically find a place to sit and ask each student to think of one thing they
have learned or observed so far.
• Review the Museum Manners with your group.
Museum Manners
• Manners were very important in the early nineteenth century.
• Please stay with your group at all times.
• Enter buildings quietly, with your guide at the front of your group.
• Please do not touch objects behind barriers.
• For your safety, do not approach, touch, or feed the donkeys.
• Fences, walls, and trees in town are not for climbing.
• Eating and drinking are not permitted on the tour.
• As a courtesy to others, please turn off or set cell phones to vibrate.
• Please preserve our 19th century environment by disposing of trash in designated receptacles.
• Use early American manners and greet the people of the town with, "Good day"!

Old Town San Diego State Historic Park represents the Mexican Era 1821-1848, Transition Era
1848-1856, and the American Era 1856-1872. Other areas within Old Town represent later eras…
Some buildings are original, some are reconstructions. You may wish to focus on one era or sample
buildings from each of the time periods.

Buildings/Locations (Museums &
Exhibit Buildings)
Casa de Estudillo
Casa de Machado y Stewart
Casa de Machado y Silva
Blacksmith shop (Black Hawk
Smithy & Stable)
First San Diego Courthouse
Mason Street School
McCoy House (Silvas foundation)
Robinson/Rose House (Visitor
Center)
Print Shop (San Diego Union
Bldg.)
Seeley Stables and donkey corral
Wells Fargo Bldg. (Colorado
House)
Mormon Battalion Historic Site
Whaley House (admission fee)
Sheriff’s Museum
Buildings/Locations
(Stores/Businesses)
United States House (Toler’s Boot
& Shoe)
Racine and Laramie (Tobacco
Shop)
Casa de Altamirano de Pedrorena
House (Miner’s Gems & Minerals)
Casa de Wrightington (Tafoya &
Sons Pottery)
Cosmopolitan Hotel/Casa de
Bandini (Cosmopolitan
Restaurant)

time required to visit

Mexican Era AAmerican Era

30 min
10 min +garden
15-20 min
10-30 min

X
X
X

15 min
20 min by apt
25 min
10 min

(X)
(X)

X
X
X
X
X
X

15 min

X

30 min
20min

X
X

45 min
20-45 min
15-35 min

X
X
X

time required to visit

Mexican
Era

NA

American Era
X

NA

X

X

NA

X

X

NA

X

NA

X

X

Heritage Park represents a later period of Grand Victorian Homes with lots of adornment. These
homes have been relocated to Heritage Park, overlooking Old Town. At present only Temple Beth
Israel is open for visitors. (30 min)

California State Curriculum Standards

Grade Four
History-Social Science Content Standards.

California: A Changing State
Students learn the story of their home state, unique in American history in terms of its vast and varied geography, its many waves of
immigration beginning with pre-Columbian societies, its continuous diversity, economic energy, and rapid growth. In addition to the
specific treatment of milestones in California history, students examine the state in the context of the rest of the nation, with an
emphasis on the U.S. Constitution and the relationship between state and federal government.

4.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the physical and human geographic features that define places and
regions in California.

4.2 Students describe the social, political, cultural, and economic life and interactions among people of California from
the pre-Columbian societies to the Spanish mission and Mexican rancho periods.

4.3 Students explain the economic, social, and political life in California from the establishment of the Bear Flag
Republic through the Mexican-American War, the Gold Rush, and the granting of statehood.

4.4 Students explain how California became an agricultural and industrial power, tracing the transformation of the
California economy and its political and cultural development since the 1850s.
4.5 Students understand the structures, functions, and powers of the local, state, and federal governments as
described in the U.S. Constitution.

A TIMELINE THAT CREATED THE BIRTHPLACE OF CALIFORNIA
1542 -Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo sailed into San Diego Bay
1596 -Sebastian Vizcaino rediscovered the bay
1769 -Father Serra and Gaspar de Portola' arrived at the site to build the Presidio
1774 -Father Serra moved the mission to Mission Valley
1820 -First permanent house was built in Old Town
1821 -Mexico won its independence from Spain
1828 -Jose Maria Estudillo and Juan Bandini began construction on
their houses
1829 -The first hide curing houses were built at Ballast Point
1846 -The Mexican-American War made San Diego a part of United States territory
1848-The Mormon Battalion arrives in San Diego
1848 -Gold was discovered in northern California
1849 -The Gold Rush began
1850 -California became the 31st state
1850 -San Diego became an incorporated city
1851 -The first newspaper was printed
1853 -First Stagecoach left from San Diego for Los Angeles
1861 -The Civil War began and a blockade destroyed the whaling industry
1871 -The county seat moved to "New Town"
1872 –Fire rages through Old Town destroying 7 buildings
1872 to 1966 -Old Town was neglected
1968 -California's State Park System restored the Birthplace of San Diego

BACKGROUND
Before the Spanish arrived in 1542, there were native Californians living here. They were called
the Kumeyaay. They had lived on this land for a long time. Some experts say they have been
here as many as ten thousand years. For additional information, past and current, about the
Kumeyaay, visit www.kumeyaay.com
The first Spanish explorers arrived in San Diego under the leadership of Juan Rodriguez
Cabrillo. They sailed on Spanish Galleons and were sent here by the King of Spain. The King
was hoping they would find five things that would make him more powerful; they were gold, a
shortcut to China (and jewels), silk, spices, and safe harbors. This was only fifty years after
Christopher Columbus had discovered America. In the exploration process, these men charted
unknown lands and seas, which opened up the globe to all.
Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo was Portuguese, but he became a soldier for Spain and was sent to
Mexico in 1520. He joined Cortes and became wealthy through shipbuilding and mining
operations. He was offered the command of an expedition to explore the northern coast of
Spain's claims (California). He sailed into San Diego Bay on September 28, 1542. He claimed
the land for Spain and named the area San Miguel. When Cabrillo claimed the land, it became a
part of the ever-growing Spanish Empire, which was to encompass one-half of the globe.
Cabrillo was looking for a short cut to China to get spices, silk, gold, jewels, and to find safe
harbors for the ships.
Cabrillo sailed into San Diego Bay to send his sailors inland to get fresh water. Cabrillo waited
for his men to bring the fresh water, but the men did not return. The men had gone over the hill
(Point Loma) to find fresh water. When they started back they went to Mission Bay and couldn't
see any ships. Night came and the sailors made a camp and the next morning went looking for
the ships. They went over the hill and saw Cabrillo's ships. The sailors then realized they were in
the wrong bay. That bay was named False Bay and was not called Mission Bay until 1920.
Sir Francis Drake, an Englishman who sailed for England in 1579, was another explorer during
this era. Captain Vitus Bering, a Russian who crossed the Bering Straits in 1725, discovered the
large and valuable sea otter population during this era as well.
In 1602, another explorer named Sebastian Vizcaino sailed to San Miguel and renamed it San
Diego after Saint Didacus de Alcala. For the next 167 years, Spain neglected the colonizing of
San Diego, and it wasn't until Spain learned of Russian and English interest in California that
they commissioned expeditions to begin the colonization of California.
By 1769, the King of Spain ordered the Spanish settlers to move to San Diego. Captain Gaspar
De Portola was to defend this land and to build a Presidio. Father Junipero Serra was to build a
mission and teach the Kumeyaay about the culture, language and religion of the Spanish. In
1769, four expeditions were dispatched -two by land and two by sea. The sea expeditions arrived
first, but twenty-four men died before reaching land, and many others were very ill from scurvy
(a disease caused by a lack of ascorbic acid and vitamin C which is found in green vegetables,

fruit and fresh milk). The symptoms are bleeding gums, loss of teeth, ulcers of the limbs and
general debility which increases until death. The sailors’ diet was basically biscuits, salt and
dried meat.
Captain Gaspar de Portola arrived in 1769 to establish the presidio. Father Serra accompanied
the soldiers on the long trip through Baja California. He built the first, of twenty-one California
missions, on the hill next to the presidio. This established San Diego as the first European
settlement in California. This area of San Diego is now known as Presidio Park, which was saved
in 1929 by George Marston. In order to preserve the ruins of the Presidio and the original
Mission, Marston covered them with dirt. These ruins have been excavated and studied.
Five years after the establishment of the San Diego Presidio and Mission de Alcala, the Mission
was moved further down Mission Valley to its present location. The Presidio remained the
enclosed community of San Diego until the 1830's. At this time, when the fear of Indian attack
and foreign ships no longer existed, the citizens of San Diego moved from Presidio Hill to the
area now called Old Town.
Presidio-Spanish Colonial System
By 1769, Spain had been given half the world by the Pope's "Line Demarcation" -but Spain had
been colonizing the New World for 250 years. There weren't enough Spanish people to colonize
the lands. In order to make the land theirs they adopted a "mission system" of turning the native
population pro-Spanish and bringing them under Spanish domination. This was, in their eyes, a
great gift to the "unfortunate" native people who had been deprived of European culture,
developments and most important to them, the soul saving Roman Catholic faith.
Established in 1769, the San Diego Presidio was built on a hill, near the river (for fresh water)
and close to the top of the hill which gave them a good view of the ocean and surrounding land
area. It was also close to the Kumeyaay village of Cosoy. Captain Gaspar de Portola was one of
the people in charge of building the Presidio (a fort). The first buildings were lean-to buildings.
In later years the buildings were made of adobe. The Presidio had a wall around it to protect the
soldiers. The Presidio consisted of barracks, storehouses, a chapel and two cannons. After the
Mexican War for Independence the Spanish fort was no longer used. Most of the people moved
to the new pueblo (Town) of San Diego. When they moved, they took materials they needed to
build their new homes (roof tiles, windows, etc.). Over the years, the Presidio buildings were the
victims of weather and slowly melted.
{George Marston began buying the land around the Presidio site (approximately 40 acres) in the
earl y 1900s. He had hundreds of truckloads of earth brought in to cover the Presidio ruins. Grass,
flowers, and shrubs were planted. He buried the Presidio ruins to save what was there for
archeologists to study at a later date. Mr. Marston also built The Serra Museum, using the
architecture of the Spanish Mission Revival Style. Many people mistake it for the Mission. It was
built to be a museum and was never a church. In 1929, Mr. Marston officially opened Presidio
Park. He gave the park and the museum to the City of San Diego. }

During the 1700s, the Spanish were beginning to feel threaten that their holding in California
were in jeopardy. Russian traders and English explorers were traveling up and down the

California coastline. The Russians were trapping sea otters for their pelts. California had been
claimed by the Spanish Empire in 1542, but had no settlement. News of the activities by England
and Russia upset the Spanish leaders.
How do you think the Spanish solved this conflict?
The Mission (Now located in Mission Valley)
The Spanish developed a mission system of teaching the Spanish culture (religion, skills,
language and culture) to the native peoples. Mission villages were established using two priests
to teach domestic and farming skills and the faith. Three military forts were planned to protect
the whole 500-mile coast (a fort was later established at San Francisco).
The times were hard and attitudes and outlook very different from ours. A completely different
value-system dominated Spanish and native thinking. In our eyes, the mission conditions could
be considered extremely harsh. However, the native peoples were treated in much the same way
that the Spanish treated their own people, and certainly better than the English were treating
natives on the other side of the continent.
No one was forced to accept the faith nor join the system, but once in, there was no backing out.
In Spanish eyes, once the immortal soul was committed to the faith, it must be nurtured and
protected within the "quarantine" of the mission. Due to a misunderstanding in language, the
eagerness for Spanish goods and food, some native people may not have known what they were
committing themselves to when they accepted baptism. Another contributing factor may have
been the devastating effects of European diseases on the vulnerable native population. The
Indian spiritual and medical leaders, the shaman, were virtually helpless in combating these
illnesses which weakened and in some cases, annihilated entire native villages. It is
understandable that some native people would have looked to the powerful Spanish for help and
relief. The Spanish intentions were good. The guided mission system was supposed to last for ten
years, at which time the natives would be fully functioning Spanish citizens with European skills,
culture and a faith that gave them the best possible existence in this world and in the afterlife as
well.
The Padres and Spanish leaders had to resolve many conflicts between the Spanish soldiers and
the Kumeyaay in 1774. The padres had been sent here to teach the Kumeyaay about the Spanish
culture and religion. The soldiers were here to guard the land for the king. The Spanish built the
presidio near where the Kumeyaay lived to have interaction with them.
As time passed there were many conflicts that arose between the Spanish soldiers and the
Kumeyaay. How did the Spanish leaders and padres resolve the conflicts? They moved the
mission six miles away from the Presidio. This helped because it separated the soldiers and the
Kumeyaay.
The Spanish began the settlement of California in 1769 here in San Diego. As time went on, the
Spanish people who had settled in the New World became dissatisfied with Spanish rule.
Soldiers were not paid and felt unappreciated. Spain was far away and could no longer
effectively rule its empire.

What do you think the people of New Spain did?
People throughout the lands claimed by Spain were revolting and declaring their independence.
This was the most important conflict of the era. This new freedom promised greater control over
local government and the end to racial and class distinctions.
Native California uprising and burning of the mission:
In 1775 the Mission San Diego de Alcala was attacked by Native Californians. There were
eleven Spanish people at the Mission when the Indians raided the Mission and set fire to the
buildings. Father Jayme, awakened by the attack, walked directly into a group of Indians and was
murdered by them. Two other men were also killed during the raid,
What do you think the Spanish did as a result of this? Why do you think Spanish decided to
rebuild the Mission in San Diego and to continue their work with the Kumeyaay?

Serra Museum

The Serra Museum is an example of Spanish Mission Revival architecture. Many people mistake
it for the first Mission, but it was actually built in 1929 by George W. Marston. Mr. Marston
purchased the land surrounding the site of the first Spanish settlement in the early 1900's. He
wanted to preserve the area and prevent housing development at this historic site. During the
next twenty-five years, he had thirty barren acres beautifully landscaped by John Nolen. Mr.
Nolen was one the nation's leading urban planners and landscape architects.

The Serra Museum building was designed by William Templeton Johnson, the same architect
who conceived the Fine Arts Gallery in Balboa Park. The walls of the museum are three feet
thick. The exterior of the building was whitewashed and a Spanish tile roof was added. This
creates a look similar to the early Spanish missions. The interior walls are white plaster and
exposed wooden beams support the high ceiling. Arched windows and doorways are reminiscent
of this early era. The Spanish influence is also present in the ceramic tile on the floors
The Serra Museum and Presidio Park were dedicated on the 160'h anniversary of the founding of
the first Franciscan mission. Mr. Marston gave them to the city of San Diego, in memory of its
Hispanic heritage. He also paid for the care of the park for more than twelve years. In 1937, he
added Palm Canyon, ten acres of land on the east side of the park. Changing exhibits in the

Serra Museum include artifacts and information about the Kumeyaay and Spanish people.
What conflicts might occur between the Spanish and the Kumeyaay during these early times?
Remind students that the Kumeyaay were the first inhabitants of San Diego. There are artifacts
and information about them in the museum. There are also many artifacts about the Spanish who
colonized San Diego in 1769. These artifacts can tell us about the culture of these two groups of
people. Review differences between the cultures of the Kumeyaay and the Spanish. Explain how
efforts by the Spanish to change the Kumeyaay culture would lead to many conflicts. Language
barriers would result in miscommunication and lack of understanding Archeological Digs.
Archeology is the scientific study of the remains of past human activities. It is used to
reconstruct history and to learn about people of the past.
The site of the Spanish Presidio, founded in 1769, has been the subject of much study by
archeologists, college students from SDSU, USD -Mesa College and AmeriCorps. Their work
has helped to give information about life at the Presidio. Many of the artifacts that were found
are now displayed in the Serra Museum.
When the excavation of a site begins, the area is carefully staked out and prepared. Picks and
shovels are used, as well as whisk brooms, dental picks, and rubber syringes, which blow away
the dirt. All soil is put through a coarse screen to locate any small items such as buttons, beads,
seeds, etc. Each digger has a field notebook in which he keeps notes. Everything he finds is then
written in the book to include how far down it was found or how it was lying in the ground.
When an object is found, it is put into a bag, which is sealed and given a number indicating its
location. Some artifacts uncovered in the digs:
985 coffin nails, 211 buttons, 127 coins, 1156 pieces of jewelry, 81 religious articles, 82,588
animal bones.
People at the Presidio were doing many things apart from the basic military duties one would
expect at a fortified settlement. Soldiering artifacts are numerous: flints, gun parts, uniform
buttons and various uniform ornaments.
There were also domestic items that tell us of the presence of women who wore corsets, and
jewelry. Earrings, rings, pendants, combs from their hair and corset stays were found. Children
played with toys made of clay. A miniature teacup, cannon, female figure, and an animal toy
were excavated by the archeologists. Soldiers played too. They threw wooden dice and played
with ceramic gaming pieces. Religious articles such as crucifixes with gold leaf, St. Christopher
medals, and Madonna and Child medallions were recovered. Many of the native Kumeyaay
people artifacts are present also. Overwhelmingly their Tyson brown ware dominates all other
ceramics in volume. Many pieces are incised, some are decorated, most are burned on the
outside, some are burned a second time in (presumably) a trash pit fire.
One of the exciting features of an archeological dig is to find a midden pit or trash pit. The Mesa
College students located a trash pit on the opposite side of the Presidio wall from the Gateway
digs. Found in the Trash Pit were animal bones, squirrel bones, sea shells, pottery, tile projectiles
and gun flints. The trash pit can also tell many other things. It can tell what meat they ate (in this

case, young cow and deer), and how they butchered their animals. It can also tell what shellfish
they harvested, which shells they used for beads (haliotis, olivella) and which for plaster-making
(scallop, choine) and when they were harvested and where (estuary, bay etc.)
The excavation at the presidio uncovered the chapel and cemetery (The remains of
approximately 118 persons were uncovered under the chapel. Some were moved, others were
not). A later excavation uncovered soldiers, barracks and possibly Commandante Zuniga's
residence.
PADRE STATUE

The Padre Statue represents all of the padres (fathers) It is not a statue of Father Serra: The
padres' clothing included a long gray robe with hood, white rope belt, sandals, and rosary beads.
This was their uniform. The padres also shaved their heads as a sign of humility.
Father Serra was born on Mallorca, an island off the coast of Spain. He was not very healthy as a
boy. He became a priest, taught and preached. What he really wanted to do is become a
missionary and go to the New World. His New Word adventure began in 1749 in Mexico. While
there, he suffered from infections caused by mosquito bites, which plagued him for the rest of his
life. Finally, in 1769 at the age of 56, he was part of the land expedition which traveled to San
Diego. He began the first of the California missions right here in San Diego. He started eight
additional missions up the coast of California for a total of nine. There are 21 missions in all, 12
of which were completed by other padres. The 21 missions were connected by a road called "El
Camino Real -The King's Highway". The road was marked by a bell on a staff. Father Serra died
in 1784 at the age of 71. He was buried at Mission San Carlos in Carmel. The Serra Cross was
erected on the hillside in 1913 in honor of Father Serra.

SERRA CROSS

The Serra Cross is located on a hill that had an excellent view of the area before the trees grew
up so tall. In 1913 a cross was erected on the hillside. The cross is covered with floor tiles from
the Presidio ruins. It honors Father Serra.
Early in 1770, supplies were very scarce. The Spanish tried to raise crops but that was a failure.
The Spanish traded clothing for food with the Indians. A ship was sent south to get supplies.
Captain Portola decided to abandon the Presidio and head south. Father Serra disagreed with him
and convinced Portola to wait until March 19 which is the feast of SI. Joseph. If no help arrived
by that date the group would leave San Diego. Father Serra would go up the hillside and pray for
the ship to come to San Diego. Father Serra was not a man who gave up easily. His motto
(saying by which he lived) was "always look forward, never look back." This is a good time to
discuss perseverance -not giving up. The Serra Cross was erected on the hillside in 1913 in honor
of Father Serra.

MEXICAN ERA
News of Mexico declaring independence from Spain was slow to arrive in San Diego, since the
city was still very isolated. As San Diego moved into the Mexican era, 280 years of Spanish
control came to an end. The largest portion of San Diego's recorded history was spent under
Spanish rule. Parts of San Diego's Spanish heritage are still evident today in the descendants,
language, place names, architecture and the Mission.
Why did The King of Spain believe that he could come to California and claim the land for
Spain?
Was this fair to the people who lived here?

OLD TOWN SAN DIEGO STATE PARK
La Plaza de Las Armas

The Plaza was the center of town and is in the same spot as the original one of 1820. The Stars
and Stripes was first raised here during the Mexican-American War on July 29, 1846 by a
detachment of marines from the U.S. Navy sloop, Cyane. Meetings, parades, rodeos, fiestas,
etc., were held here. To have a home close to the plaza gave you a high status in the community.
In early San Diego, there was no grass, trees, or bushes and the sand was full of fleas.
Explain that the Plaza was like an outdoor auditorium. Today, people need to gather together for
many reasons just as they did in the past.
Ask the students "what are some other places where people gather for activities?
EI Campo Santo

The first cemetery for Old Town was at the Presidio next to the church. El Campo Santo (Saintly
Holy Camp) was Old Town's cemetery from 1849 to 1880. Many of the people the children
study this week were buried in El Campo Santo. Approximately 477 people were buried there.
Among them are the first alcalde of San Diego, Juan Maria Osuna, members of the Bandini,
Estudillo and Aguierre families. Others were executed prisoners such as Juan Verdugo, Bill
Marshall, Antonio Garra and Yankee Jim Robinson.
A funeral in Old Town was an occasion in which all residents participated. The body was put on
a bier (platform or stand) and carried to the cemetery. Following the body was the priest,

mourners, and musicians. Following the parade were men setting off firecrackers as they walked
down the street. This was meant to frighten away evil spirits (In Mexican Tradition).
As the town grew, the cemetery was abandoned. The tombstones were moved or knocked down.
In later years the land was used as a trash dump, goat farm, dog pound and trailer camp. In 1933,
the cemetery was restored by the San Diego Historical Society. Early photos were used to help
with the restoration.
Adobe Houses
Trees were scarce in the San Diego area but adobe clay was plentiful. The people of early San
Diego were adept at making adobe bricks. Bricks were made by mixing adobe clay, water, sand
and straw. Sticks, small pebbles, and/or manure could be added. The mixture was put into
frames, and allowed to dry for 30 minutes. The frame was carefully removed and used to make
more bricks. The bricks were left to dry in the sun and turned daily for 30 days. Ditches,
approximately 2 feet deep and 2 feet wide, were dug wherever a wall was to be erected. The
ditch was filled with cobblestones for a foundation. This allowed moisture to drain away from
the bricks. Most walls were 2-3 feet thick. Floors were tile or hard packed dirt. Cow's blood was
poured over the dirt floors. When it dried it provided a hard finish. The roof was made of carrazo
cane which was covered by adobe and dried brush. Later, affluent families used red tiles over the
carrazo.
Fire places were not put in the early homes because they would be a fire hazard (because the
dried plants on the roof) so the kitchens were outdoors. The kitchen area would have a thatched
covering called a ramada. Cooking was done on a hornillas. Baking was done in the
horno(outdoor oven). The staple foods were beans, beef, and tortillas.
The garden and orchard provided tomatoes, onions, herbs, beans, garlic, corn, figs, grapes,
pomegranates, citrus fruits, etc. The garden also provided plants and herbs used for medicinal
purposes.

Casa de Bandini/Cosmopolitan Hotel

The Bandini House was the home of Juan Bandini. Built in 1829, the site was received through a
larger land grant. Juan Bandini was born in Peru, and later moved to Mexico. He was an
educated man, a fluent speaker, and had many friends. He received this land and a much larger

grant where he built a ranch. The house was the center of social life in San Diego. The first time
the waltz was danced in California was in Bandini's home. It has been said he once gave a party
which lasted for 7 days. Juan Bandini was active in politics. He was Governor Pio Pico's
secretary during the Mexican Ranch Era. Following the Mexican War he supported the American
cause. After the war, in 1859, Bandini, by then sick and debt ridden, transferred the property to
his son-in-law Abel Stern s. In 1862, San Diego experienced terrible storms. The east wing of
the house was destroyed as were corrals and other buildings. Stearns sold the crumbling adobe in
1869 to Albert Seeley, who transformed it into a fashionable, two story hotel and overnight stage
stop, called the Cosmopolitan Hotel. In 1887, Seeley sold his hotel and stables. The building
was used as a store, pickle factory, boarding house and motel before becoming part of Old Town
San Diego State Historic Park in 1968. Today it has been restored and reopened as the
Cosmopolitan Hotel. The furnishings in the hotel date from the period.
Why was Juan Bandini an important person?
What did Juan Bandini do to contribute to his community?
Casa de Estudillo

Commandant Jose Marie Estudillo had the title of Captain and was in charge of the area from
Los Angeles to the Colorado River. He was one of the last commandants of the Presidio. He
received a land grant on the edge of the plaza and began construction of the home in 1827. Jose
Maria died and his son Jose Antonio completed the house in 1829. Jose Antonio Estudillo was a
man of excellent character and had much influence in California. He helped develop the civilian
government of San Diego. Under Mexican rule he was revenue collector, treasurer and mayor
(Alcalde). Under United States rule he was treasurer and assessor.
Jose and his wife Maria were the parents of twelve children. They also took in other children.
Maria was one of the few educated people in town. Maria taught her children as well as some of
her neighbor's children. Because the closest church was at the mission, Maria had one room
made into a chapel. The priest from the mission came to Maria's home to do religious services
for the people. Many neighbors used the house for sanctuary during conflicts and in 1846,
frightened neighbors found refuge there as American troops marched into Old Town. Maria also
allowed less fortunate neighbors to cook in her homo (outdoor oven) in order to have fresh baked
foods for their families.
After Jose and Maria's death, their son Salvador and his family lived in the house. In 1887,
Salvador moved his family to Los Angeles. Since Salvador could not take all the furnishings he
left the house in the charge of a caretaker. But the caretaker sold everything left behind and ran
off with the money. The house fell into ruin and in 1910. John Spreckels bought it and restored

it. Later the State Park acquired the house. The furnishings in the house are all donations from
the period of 1840-50.

Explain to the students that children of the Native American servants would probably not be
invited into the home because they were looked upon as second class citizens. This attitude is not
fair and it was learned from other people.
Casa de Machado y Stewart

Jose Manuel Machado was a corporal in the Spanish Army stationed at the presidio when
Mexico became a new country. Jose received a small land grant in San Diego. He and his wife
Maria Serafina and their 9 children built their home around 1830.
The youngest daughter Rosa married Jack Stewart, and they both lived with her parents. Jack
was a carpenter and seaman. He sailed with Richard Henry Dana, author of "Two Years Before
the Mast." Jack and Rosa were the parents of 11 children, and descendants of this family lived
here until 1966.
Everyone in the family had to do jobs to help the family. Jobs included: carrying water, washing
clothes, making clothes, making soap and candles, working in the garden, preparing food, etc.
Tallow, cow fat, was used to make candles and soap. To make candles, tallow was melted in a
large pot. String or braided grass was tied to a stick and dipped in the melted fat. The soap was
made from tallow and lye. Lye was made by pouring water over cold ashes to wash out the lye.
Soft soap was used for laundry while hard soap was for personal hygiene.
During the Mexican Ranch Era, families were often large, with many children. They all worked
to help the family.
What are some of the jobs that the children needed to do to help their families?
Do you think children today would need to have the same skills of the Mexican Ranch Era?

Casa de Machado y Silvas

Built in 1843, the house was the home of Jose Nicasio Silvas and Maria Antonia Machado,
daughter of Jose Machado, They were the parents of 6 children. The house was originally Ushaped and consisted of 9 rooms. It is nicknamed "La Casa de la Bandera" (House of the Flag).
Legend has it that one day the children were playing in the plaza when they noticed soldiers,
carrying an American flag, riding toward the town. The children ran to tell their mother. Maria,
who was getting food ready for supper, ran out to see the approaching soldiers not knowing that
the war between Mexico and the United States was over. Maria thought the soldiers might attack
the town and destroy the Mexican flag on the flag pole. Maria ran to the flag pole and with the
knife she had been using to cut vegetables, cut the rope to the flag, took the flag and ran to her
house to hide it. When her husband came home he was afraid she might be in trouble so he took
the family to their ranch in Baja California. The soldiers were coming to take over the fort on
Presidio Hill and to guard the area for the United States. During the 1850’s the structure was
changed into the Commercial Restaurant.
After hearing the story about Maria Silvas, would you want a neighbor like her? Why?
Allen B Light Papers and the Silvas House
In the early 1800's, the sea otter trade was thriving in California. Allen B. Light came to
California on the ship Pilgrim (the same ship on which Richard Henry Dana had visited San
Diego) to hunt sea otters. He was very successful trader in sea otter fir. Later he and a friend,
Mr. Freeman, opened a saloon near the Silvia's house. Richard Freeman died in 1851 and there is
not much known about him. Mr. Light disappeared soon after Mr. Freeman’s death.
Mr. Light was a black man who needed "free papers" (emancipation papers) to prove he was a
free man and could not be sold as a slave. These papers were very important and needed to be
put in a safe place. Mr. Light asked the Silvas family to hide the papers in a safe place. The
papers remained in this safe place for nearly 100 years until during a 1948 renovation, Allen B.
Light's free papers were found behind some adobe bricks. People often used spaces between
bricks as a place to hide things.
Allen B. Light always carried his "free papers" until he moved to Northern California. The
papers are on display in the casa today.

Why were these papers so important to him?
What kind of papers do we carry today to help identify who we are?
Old Adobe Chapel

Until 1858 Old Town had no parish church. During the 1840's the chapel at the Estudillo house
served the community. During the 1850's a larger chapel in the Casa de Aguirre served the
community.
Don Jose Aguirre recognized the need for a parish church and decided to build one. In 1858 he
purchased the adobe home of John Brown on Conde Street and converted it into a chapel. The
floors were wood -the first wood floors in San Diego! Statues, vestments, chests, and bells were
transferred from the mission to the chapel.
Explain to the students the grave site of Don Jose Antonio Aguirre in the floor of the church. The
grave site/tombstone is very old and fragile The tombstone is very special because it tells us who
this man was. They are not to walk or touch the tombstone and to be respectful.
Read translation: "Here lie the remains of Don Jose Antonio Aguirre. Born in the year 1799 in
Nescaya, Spain. Died in San Diego, California on July 14th, 1860. R.I.P. (Rest In Peace). This
monument is dedicated with love from his family: Miguel, Jose Antonio, Dolores, Martin. He
helped the poor people. Please grant mercy on him and on all mankind."
Alonzo Horton is said to have attended church at the Adobe Chapel the first Sunday he was in
San Diego. Everyone was impressed when he dropped a $5 silver piece in the collection plate.
From 1866 to 1907 Father Antonio Ubach served as parish priest. He was the model for Father
Gaspara in the novel "Ramona". Father Ubach stated the Adobe chapel was the marriage place of
the real life Ramona and Alessandro. In the 1880's the church's adobe walls were covered with
wood siding and the tile roof replaced with shingles. The Adobe Chapel was used until 1917.

Early San Diegans
Jose Estudillo. He was the owner of the Casa De Estudillo. It was his home. He was married to
Maria and the father of twelve children. He was also the Commandante of the presidio. Later he

became one of the first mayors (alcalde) of San Diego.
Maria Silvas. She was married to Jose Silvas and the mother of six children. She lived in the
Casa De Machado y Silvas, presently a museum. She was a wonderful cook and turned a large
part of her house into a restaurant (commercial restaurant near the plaza). She was a very brave
woman. She reportedly hid the Mexican flag to avoid conflict immediately following the defeat
of the Mexicans in the Mexican American war of 1846.

Don Jose Antonio Aguirre. He was a wealthy, kind and generous man, who was married to the
daughter of Jose Estudillo. He was the father of four children. He built the old adobe chapel and
gave it to the people of San Diego. He is buried beneath the floor of the church.
Jose Machado. He was a soldier who lived at the presidio until he built his house
with his family. His house is the Casa De Machado y Stewart. He and his wife Maria had nine
children.
Rosa Machado. The youngest daughter of Jose and Maria Machado continued to live in her
parent's home and care for them when they became elderly. She married John Stewart, an
American sailor from a whaling ship. They had eleven children.
Juan Bandini. An immigrant from Peru to San Diego, became a popular figure in the Mexican
Ranch Era. He was very wealthy and well known for giving lavish fiestas in his elegant home,
the Casa De Bandini. The waltz was first danced in California at one of these events. He is
reported to have given a fiesta that lasted for seven days. He was also very involved in local
politics and in the wars during this time.
Explain to the students that in 1846 Mexico and the United States were fighting over who owned
the large area of land that belonged to Mexico which included California. This was called the
"Mexican-American War."
Ask the students if they know who won the war?
AMERICAN PERIOD
When the Americans won the war they won part of Mexico's land, which included California.
Many people decided to come to California for a variety of reasons. They also traveled in a
variety of ways.
What were the three main reasons people came to California? (gold, land, opportunity)
How did the people travel to California?
People came to California from all parts of the world during the American Expansion Era.
What differences would there be among these people?
What similarities could there be among these people?

Mormon Battalion Memorial

The Mormon Battalion enlisted in the United States to assist them in Mexican-American War.
They left Illinois in July 1846 to walk 2000 miles to San Diego. It was January 1847 when the
battalion arrived in San Diego. This remains the longest military march in United States history.
The march included some wives and children of the Battalion members.
Not all of the 500 men made the whole trip. About 150 became ill and returned to their families.
The trip to San Diego was filled with hardships. Their shoes wore out, food and water became
scarce, and they had only one blanket for cold nights and not enough tents for everyone. They
were attacked by wild bulls and had to make passages through the mountains for the wagons. By
the time the battalion reached San Diego, the war was over. The 80 men of Company “B” stayed
in San Diego for about 6 months. They built wells, whitewashed houses, made kiln fired bricks,
built a court house and set up a blacksmith. The courthouse was the first fired brick structure in
Old Town.
What did the Mormon Battalion contribute to San Diego's society?
San Diego Sheriff’s Museum

The Sheriff’s Museum provides, through displays and narratives, the history of the Sheriff’s
Department and to some extent the County of San Diego.
Starting with a replica of the old 1850’s Sheriff’s Office through modern day law enforcement
procedures including S.W.A.T., Canines, Search and Rescue and the polygraph to mention a few.
The museum offers interactive opportunities from trying on real handcuffs to being locked in a
jail cell to sitting on a real motorcycle with the red lights and siren blaring. There are plenty of

photo ops and cameras are welcome and encouraged. The connection between the Sheriff’s
Office and the Old Cemetery lies with the wanted poster circa 1852 seeking the capture of
Antonio Garra, wanted for murder. You can view the final resting place of the renegade in the
cemetery. Visit the museum and take a tour guided by a retired deputy sheriff. Remember,
Admission is always free. A tour of the exhibits, will take 25-45 minutes.
Seeley Stables

Albert Seeley came to San Diego to start a new business. He had freight wagons and stage
coaches. He bought the former Bandini house, added a second story and opened the
Cosmopolitan Hotel. The stage office was located at the hotel (see photo at the stables). Mr.
Seeley's stagecoaches ran from San Diego to Los Angeles. It took 24 hours to make the trip.
Every 20 miles the coach stopped at "way stations" to change horses and let the passengers rest.
The stagecoaches carried the mail as well as people.
Some things to point out in the stables are:
Stage Coach
Yokes ~ to join a pair of oxen (Covered wagons were pulled by several pair of oxen because
they were stronger than horses and could pull all day).
Buckboard -Inexpensive, strong and very useful wagon.
Freight wagon - barrels, kegs, burlap bags for carrying freight.
Branding Irons -Brands were used to identify animals.
"Horseless Carriage" -The first automobiles
Upstairs: Visit the various exhibits.
Picture of Roscoe "Pappy" Hazard. All the artifacts in this museum belonged to Pappy Hazard
He asked his children to put them somewhere to share them with the people of San Diego.
Why do you think that Pappy Hazard asked his children to be sure all the artifacts in the Seeley
Stable Museum would be on display for all the people of San Diego to see?

Blackhawk Livery Stable/Blacksmith Shop

An 1872 photograph of this building reveals that it was a long, gable-ended shed to shelter
horses, feed, wagons and other items. Albert Seeley bought the stable from its original owner
John Hinton to expand his stagecoach business. It now serves as a demonstration blacksmith
shop. (When demonstrations are underway, this location frequently is well attended. You may
have to wait a short time to see the demonstration.)
McCoy House

The McCoy House was originally built in 1869 as the home for James McCoy. James McCoy
came to San Diego in 1849 and served as the San Diego Sheriff for 10 years. The home was
reconstructed in 2000 as a State Park Museum. Foundations of earlier adobe homes are found
beneath the home.
Robinson-Rose House Visitor Information Center

James Robinson came to San Diego from Texas in the spring of 1850 and developed a successful
law practice. He built this two-story structure in 1853 to serve not only as his family residence
but also as the home of the San Diego herald, the San Diego and Gila Railroad office, as well as
private offices. Robinson Died in 1857 and his widow Sarah Robinson sold the building to
Louis Rose, who probably purchased it as a family residence. Fire destroyed the roof in 1874
and the building fell into ruins by the turn of the century. The reconstructed building now serves

as Old Town State Historic Park’s visitor center and has on display a model of Old Town as it
looked in 1872, created by Joseph Toigo, a past resident of Old Town.
Whaley House

Thomas Whaley was from a wealthy family in New York. Several of his friends had gone to
California during the Gold Rush. They encouraged Thomas to join them and be a partner in their
store. Thomas traveled by ship, a trip that took 7 months. The trip was terrible. There were
storms, bad food, illness and fights among the people.
After a while Thomas decided to return to New York to marry his fiancée, Anna Eloise. Before
returning to New York, Thomas visited San Diego. He liked it so much that he bought some
land. Thomas returned to New York, married Anna Eloise and announced that they would be
going to San Diego to live. He promised to build Anna Eloise a beautiful home like the ones in
New York.
In 1856, Thomas began building the 1st kiln fired brick house in California. It differed from
other house because it was a two story house, with wooden floors. Mr. Whaley had carpeting
shipped in from New York. The house cost $10,000 to build and the carpet cost $5,000. the
Whaley house had five rooms upstairs and 5 rooms downstairs. Later a courtroom was added to
the house.
The Whaley house was the court house for the San Diego area. In 1871, some men broke into the
home, took all the court records to New Town. Old Town was no longer the center of the town’s
business.
The Whaley house is famous for the spirits which inhabited the house. They are Mr. and Mrs.
Whaley, Yankee Jim Robinson, and a young girl.
What impact did Mr. Whaley and his house have on San Diego's society?
How are the Mormon Battalion and the Whaley House connected?

Mason Street School

Formal education during the Spanish Colonial and Mexican Ranch Era had been almost nonexistent. Education was in the hand of the parents, through the church or private schools where
parents had to pay tuition for each child.
It was during the American Expansion Era that education finally came into fruition. The
Mormon Battalion saw a need for education in Old Town. They constructed a building that was
to be used as a town hall and school. Unfortunately it was used for everything else but a school.
In 1850 Mayor Joshua Bean proposed to the Common Council that they open a free school and
rent rooms for classrooms. The first teacher hired, Miss Dillon, refused to stay due to the
conditions she had to teach in.
There were several other attempts to open and keep open a school. School was held in various
houses such as the Robinson House, the Couts and Ames home and the Casa de Estudillo.
Finally, in 1865 a school house was built on the corner of Congress and Mason. The school was
built with salvaged lumber from various other buildings. The village blacksmith, Frank Parsons,
was responsible for the shingled roof. San Diego had the county's first public school that served
not only San Diego but the county as well.
Mary Chase Walker was the first teacher of the Mason Street School. She came from
Massachusetts to San Francisco in search of a job. There was none available so she took a job in
San Diego for $65 per month. After 11 months of teaching she quit her job to marry Ephraim W.
Morse. Five other teachers taught at the Mason Street School until it closed in 1872.
When the new school opened, the Mason Street School was moved to Taylor and Whitman. It
was used as home for thirty years until it became the Old Tamale Factory. The school was almost
torn down with the freeway coming. Thanks to the San Diego Historical Society, it was saved
and moved back to its original location.
In 1998 Mary Chase Walker wrote a paper describing San Diego and her teaching experiences
entitled, "Recollections of Early Times in San Diego." She describe San Diego as being brown
and barren, one story adobe buildings with no chimneys, roofs of tile or mud. Her first stay at the
hotel had a donkey visit her through her window. There were plenty of fleas and mosquitos. The
school was mostly comprised of Spanish and racially-mixed children.
What are some similarities and differences between the Mason Street School and your school?

The following rules are examples only, common to this period. There currently is no
documentation that they were actually used in the Mason Street School.

1873 INSTRUCTIONS TO THE TEACHERS
1

Teachers will fill lamps, clean chimneys and trim wicks
each day.

2

Each teacher will bring a scuttle of coal and a bucket of
water for the day's use.

3

Make your pens carefully. You may whittle nibs for the
individual tastes of children.

4

Men teachers may take one evening each week for
courting purposes or two evenings a week if they go to
church regularly.

5

After ten hours in the school the teacher should spend
the remaining time reading the Bible and other good
books.

6

Women teachers who marry or engage in other
unseemly conduct will be dismissed.

7

Every teacher who smokes; uses liquor in any form,
frequents pool or public halls, or gets shaved in a
barber shop will give good reasons to suspect his worth,
intentions, integrity and honesty.

8

The teacher who performs his labors faithfully without
fault for five years will be given an increase of 25 cents
a week in his pay -providing the Board of Education
approves.

Cygnet Theatre

Cygnet Theatre presents Storytelling on the Green every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 11:15 and
11:45 am on the Plaza of Old Town San Diego State Historic Park. These 15 minute versions of classic
literature, Cervantes' Don Quixote, Shakespeare's Hamlet, Macbeth and Pyramus & Thysby from
"Midsummer Night's Dream," are done by two actors playing all the roles in the Del Sarte style, popular in
the mid 1800's. Designed to appeal to young audiences, the humor, sword fighting and audience
interaction delight people of all ages. In October Washington Irving's Legend of Sleepy Hollow is added to
the repertoire and in November and December, Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol. This is a perfect
place for kids to sit on the grass, eat their sack lunch and watch live theatre, 19th Century Style.

Wells Fargo Bank/ Colorado House

In 1849, Cave Johnson Couts, a young lieutenant in the U.S. Army Dragoons, arrived in San
Diego. He began construction on the Colorado House in 1850 as a two-story hotel. Over the
next years, the building provided space for the San Diego Herald, a surgeon, a jeweler,
hairdresser and other businesses. The building burned in the 1872 fire. It was reconstructed in
1992 and now houses the Wells Fargo museum.
Take the students to the museum where the docent will do the lesson with the students. They will
cover transportation, stagecoaches, gold, etc.

Heritage Park

In 1969 a group of concerned citizens banded together to stop the demolition of the ShermanGilbert home. This home is a fine example of Victorian architecture. The group raised enough
money, with the help of the Board of Supervisors, to move the home. In 1971, the house was
moved to its present location in Heritage Park. Heritage Park is a 7.8 acre historical preserve
dedicated to the preservation of San Diego's Victorian heritage.
This group called itself "SOHO" -Save Our Heritage Organization. Over the years they have
been able to save the other old buildings. Many were restored at their sites while five houses and
a temple were moved to Heritage Park to be restored. These buildings which were built during
the Victorian period are called "gingerbread" houses because all of their fancy decorations.
These fancy decorations were made possible because of the invention of the power scroll saw.
These decorations were also massed produced so homeowners could purchase them.
Senlis Cottage

Senlis Cottage was built in 1896 for Eugene Senlis, a gardener employed by Kate Sessions.
Interesting decorations to the house are the "fish scales" above the front window.
Sherman-Gilbert House

Sherman-Gilbert House was built in 1887. The twenty room house cost $20,000 to build. This
home is in the Stick Eastlake style. The "widow walk" originated in New England. Wives of
sailors would watch and wait or just sit and wait for their men to come home from the sea.
The Bushyhead House

|
The Bushyhead House was built in 1887 by Edward Bushyhead, the town printer. This Italian
style home features double doors with glass panels, a low pitched roof, with tall bay windows
projecting from the front of the house. It has 4 rooms and a hall downstairs, with 5 rooms and a
bathroom upstairs.
The Christian House

The Christian House was built in 1889 by Harfield Timberlake Christian. It is an example of
Queen Anne style which was a very popular Victorian style house. The corner tower has curved
glass windows, various styles of shingle patterns, a variety of chimney design, leaded glass
window along with decorations on the roof peaks, the interesting pattern on the porch railings
that repeatedly spells "HI".

The McConaughy House

The McConaughy House was built in 1987 by John McConaughy who started a passenger and
freight line between San Diego and Julian. This house was built in the Stick style. The house has
squared windows, carved brackets under the eaves and the detail on the porch. The windows are
covered with lace curtains and pull down shades. In 1889 the house was donated to be used as a
temporary hospital.
The Burton House

The Burton House was built in 1893 for Dr. Henry Burton, and Army doctor. It was used as a
home and office. Its style is classical revival and not as fancy as some other "gingerbread"
houses. Once again, the porch is beautifully decorated.
Temple Beth Israel

Temple Beth Israel is the oldest synagogue in San Diego. It was originally built at the corner of
2nd and Beech Streets in 1889. It was brought to Heritage Park to be restored and used as a
community meeting hall.
When you heard the term "gingerbread house," what did you actually expect to see?

San Diego Union

The prefabricated wood frame building probably arrived from the East Coast by ship in 1851. It
was reassembled in Old Town. Seventy percent of the building is original.
The first San Diego newspaper was the "San Diego Herald". It was published from 1851-1860.
In October of 1868 William Gatewood and Edward Bushyhead started the "The San Diego
Union". The four page paper was published once a week and cost 121/2 cents. In 1870 the paper
was moved to New Town. Alonzo Horton promised all his advertising to the newspaper if they
moved.
Casa del Rey Moro
This museum is dedicated to African-Americans, Africans-Spanish, and African-Latin.
During the Spanish and Mexican periods, African conquistadors, who accompanied Cortez in
1519, and African -Mexicans who had been slaves until 1829, as well as mixed-blood
Californios, were found at all level of society.
Queen Calafia is known for her strength and beauty. Legend has it that she ruled California when
it was inhabited only by women. Calafia is the source of the name California.

The last governor of Mexican California was of African-Mexican descent His name was Pio
Pico.
African -Americans who came to San Diego were soldiers, cowboys, and homesteaders. They
came for gold and opportunity. The first permanent African-American came to San Diego in
1884 was Nathaniel Harrison. Nathaniel was born a slave in 1820 in Tennessee. He built a cabin
on a 160 acre farm on Palomar Mountain. The road named after him is called Harrison Grade.
He raised and sold livestock and worked on nearby
ranches. He lived to be 100 years old.
Fred Coleman discovered gold in 1869 in a creek in Julian, which is now named Coleman Creek.
this launched the county's first gold rush. A boom town sprang up near the spot called Coleman
City.
Margaret and Albert Robinson built and operated the Hotel Robinson for twenty years. Today it
is known as the Julian Hotel. It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as the oldest

continuously operated hotel in southern California.
By 1890, San Diego's railroad connections to the north and east made living in downtown San
Diego more advantageous and the city's African-American population rose to 289. AfricanAmerican businesses developed as well as social and political groups and continued to be an
important part of the climate of San Diego.
Who are some prominent African-Americans and Hispanics of today?
What are these people known for?
The Immigrants
Many people from different countries came to San Diego. This move brought many rewards and
well as hardships. Some of the hardships that the immigrant had to endure were new customs,
language, technology, jobs, etc. The rewards were for more opportunities of a better way of
living and freedom. Even though these many different immigrants contributed their skills and
knowledge to the building of San Diego, the two groups of people we will be discussing are the
Chinese and the Portuguese.
The Portuguese have long been a part of San Diego's history from its early European discovery
in 1542 by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo to the present. The Portuguese sailor, drawn by adventure,
came to the western coast of the United States on ships. Whaling was an important industry in
the late 18th century. In San Diego, a rendering plant (for making whale oil from whale blubber)
was located at Ballast Point at the foot of Point Lorna. The first Portuguese immigrants came to
California by "jumping ship" in search of a better way of life. Since they loved the sea so much
many became fishermen and were gone for long periods of time. Many Portuguese men became
boat builders and built the ships for the fishermen.
While the husbands were out fishing, the wives were responsible for the caring of the families.
The Portuguese women were famous for their lace making abilities.
The Chinese were another group of immigrants to arrive in San Diego. Most Chinese came to the
United States in the 1850’s from Southern China. They also were farmers and fishermen who left
because of the war and poverty in China. They heard the news of better opportunities in other
parts of the world.
The discovery of gold was one reason the Chinese carne to California. They called California
"Gim Sam," which means the Golden Mountain. Mining became one of the first jobs of the
Chinese immigrants. The
Chinese immigrants were poor and brought little with them: loose work clothes, maybe an outfit
of sateen material for special occasions, tea, some medicines which were packed in wax balls,
combs, toothbrushes, bamboo chopsticks, and the traditional hat. Their hair was worn in a queue
(one long braid down their back). They looked different and spoke a language “unknown to other
Americans.
The Chinese miners worked claims that were abandoned by the white miners. Some worked as
cooks and carpenters. They dreamed of making a fortune and returning home to enjoy it with the

families. They tended to cling for the rest of their lives to the dream of returning to their
homeland, even though few of them were ever able to do so.
There were many problems that arose between the Chinese and American miners. The laws
made it useless for the Chinese to defend themselves against discrimination by the Americans.
This even included violent acts such as robbery. The Chinese were not allowed to testify in court.
In 1851 the outbreak of civil war in China forced thousands of Chinese people to leave China.
This was would last for fifteen years and caused much suffering and poverty. Thousands of
Chinese were hired to work on the California Southern Railroad. The railroad companies
considered the Chinese to be good workers, but they were poorly treated and paid low wages.
They were paid $28 per month. They had to buy their own food, cooking pans and tents. They
lived in small tents and slept on wooden cots. They worked 26 days a month from sun-up to sundown. They were given dangerous jobs to perform, such as blasting rocks with dynamite. Many
men were killed while doing this job.
Most of the Chinese who came to San Diego were fishermen. They started the abalone fishing in
the area. They shipped the abalone back to China where it is considered a delicacy. As time went
on many laws were passed that discriminated against the Chinese. They were no longer allowed
to sail their ships called "junks"
or fish and export their goods. They were not allowed to become American citizens and all rights
of American were denied to them. They could not vote or hold certain jobs. Fortunately the
Chinese were a people who had learned how to survive even with great suffering and acts of
prejudice and discrimination.
Why do you think the Chinese in California were discriminated against?
What do you think the word "different" means in the story?
How would you feel if you were treated like the Chinese?

Many people relocated from other parts of the United States to San Diego as well as other
countries. Today, we find their legacy throughout San Diego.
Alonzo Horton (1813-1909) was born in Connecticut and moved out west due to health
problems. He lived in Wisconsin and San Francisco before moving to San Diego in 1867 at the
age of 54.
Alonzo liked the area but felt the town should be located closer to the bay. This would allow for
easier loading and unloading of supplies and people form the ships. So he bought land along San
Diego Bay which is now downtown san Diego. He paid $265 for 960 acres of land or 27 cents
per acre.
At first no one wanted to buy land in his "new town". So Alonzo decided to give away free land
to people who agreed to move and build their homes and business in "new town." After a while
he was able to sell the land and make a nice profit.
Alonzo himself built a wharf, hotel, bank and a theater. He died at the age of 96. Today we have
a school named in his honor-Alonzo Horton Elementary.

Kate Sessions (1857-1940) was born in San Francisco and moved to San Diego after graduating
from college. She wanted to teach high school.
Kate Sessions bought a small nursery in 1885. She was very interested in helping to beautify San
Diego. One of her projects was helping landscape the Hotel Del Coronado.
When she wanted to expand her nursery, she rented land from the city. Her rent was that she
would plant 100 trees each year in an area the city wanted for a park. This park was Balboa Park.
Kate Sessions has been called the Mother of Balboa Park for all the work she did to turn Balboa
Park into such a beautiful place. Kate also gave 300 seedlings each year to the city for schools
and other parks. After ten years of providing 100 trees to the park, she gave plants to the citizens
of San Diego.
Kate helped George Marston when he developed Presidio Park by planting trees and shrubs
there. For her work in beautifying San Diego, a park in the Pacific Beach area was named in her
honor as well as an elementary school in Pacific Beach-Kate Sessions Elementary.

Ellen Browning Scripps was born in England and moved to the United States when she was 5
years old. Ellen was the oldest of many children and was responsible for the caring for the
younger children.
Ellen trained as a teacher but left the classroom to help her brother Edward start a newspaper in
Detroit, Michigan. The family was successful in the newspaper business and became very
wealthy.
At the age of 64 Ellen retired and moved to La Jolla. Ellen was more than willing to donate
money to help others. She built the Children's Cove in La Jolla, gave money to help start the zoo.
When the zoo needed a hospital for the animals she gave the money to build it.
Ellen and her brother started the Scripps Medical Clinic as well as the Scripps Institute of
Oceanography. They also laid the groundwork for the University of California at San Diego.
Ellen was a great philanthropist. A philanthropist is someone who gives great amount of money
to help others. The Ellen Browning Scripps Elementary School is located in Scripps Ranch.
John D. Spreckels (1853-1926) came from a wealthy family. They had earned the money from
the sugar business. John made money by investing in ship building, importing and transportation
business.
In the 1880's John moved to San Diego. He started the street car system, helped get the railroad
(SD and Arizona) built. This helped to bring many people and businesses to San Diego. He built
the Spreckels Organ Pavilion, helped with the building of the Del Coronado Hotel, the Plunge
(indoor pool) at Mission Beach. He owned both the morning and afternoon newspapers. He
started the San Diego Gas and Electric Company. John D. Spreckels Elementary School is
located in University City.

Colonel Edward Fletcher (1872-1955) was born in Massachusetts. When he was 42 years old
his mother died. A few years later he was sent to live with another sister in Boston. He helped
make money by having a paper route, working on a farm milking cows and in the fields, and sold
farm produce.
He moved to San Diego when he was 15 years old and got a job with a produce company. He
would ride his bicycle into the back country looking for fruits and vegetable in the farms and
ranches. While prowling through the back country he realized that the management of land and
water was to be his life's work.
In 1910 he purchased the San Diego Flume Company and later renamed it the Cuyamaca Water
Company. He later became a land promoter, a salesman, and a politician. He was a leader in the
development of Del Mar, Rancho Santa Fe, Grossmont, Mount Helix and Fletcher Hills. Colonel
Fletcher also saw a need for highways with the popularity of cars.
He was a state senator. He was active in water and highway development, established the first
Race Relations Commission in the United States, and authored the bill which transferred the
tidelands from the state to San Diego which were used in construction of Mission Bay Park.
Edward Fletcher served in the Naval Militia in 1982, was called to duty during the San Francisco
earthquake in 1906. He was named a colonel to serve on the District Exemption Board, which
heard appeals form local Draft Boards of the San Diego area. Edward and his wife Mary were
the parents of 10 children.
George Marston (1850-1946) was a friend of Alonzo Horton. He began his life here in San
Diego in 1870 as a clerk at the Horton Hotel. Within 8 years he opened his own store which was
called "Marston Company." Marston store sold clothing and furnishings.
On one of buying trips to New York, George became impressed with the parks and was
determined to change the barren look of San Diego. George bought land around the presidio site
to develop a park and build the Serra Museum. He then had the presidio ruins covered with
truckloads of earth to protect and save it for archaeologists to study in later years. In 1929
George gave the park and the museum to the City of San Diego. He also helped restore the
Mission, started the first protestant church in Old Town (at Machado-Silvas house), and helped
start the Chinese school among other things.
George Marston Middle School in Clairemont was named for his service to the community. His
house still stands in Balboa Park and is open to the public.

A true feeling for San Diego history would not be possible without recounting the story of Bum,
San Diego's first a lonely town dog. This story exhibits a charm and warmth that emphasizes the
small town atmosphere for which San Diego was so famous.
The history of Bum begins in the pound in San Francisco on July 3, 1886.
It proceeds as we follow Bum, a very young dog, stowing away on the
steamer Santa Rosa bound for San Diego. When he arrived in San Diego
he was befriended by a Chinese man named Ah Wo Sue, who took him
home with him. However, Ah Wo Sue was to find out that Bum was not a
dog to have only one master, in fact, Bum was to have no masters. He had ideas of a grander
lifestyle. so Bum took to the streets of San Diego and was welcomed everywhere.
Bum did not have it entirely his own way. In 1887 he engaged in a fight with a bulldog near the
Santa Fe depot. The bulldog was killed by a railroad car. Burn suffered the loss of his right
forepaw, part of his tail and he was bruised from head to tail. Ah Wo Sue came to his rescue and
nursed him back to health. As soon as his recovery was complete, Bum again hit the streets.
Bum was held in high regard by most San Diegans. Restaurants which were graced by Bum's
visits displayed signs, "Bum Eats Here," as a mark of distinction. He rode street cars and buses
and even climbed in the judge's chair in the courthouse if he felt so inclined. He is known to have
taken railroad trips to Los Angeles, staying a few days and then returning. One of his greatest
pleasures, though, was chasing fires. When the fire bell sounded, Bum raced wildly to the fire
house and led the procession to the fire.
At about the age of four, Bum had an unfortunate happening. In an effort to be funny, some
thoughtless men forced Bum to drink some liquor. This became an addictive habit for Burn.
Before long, he was living up to his name in every sense of the word. Again Ah Wo Sue assisted
Burn by taking him home where he proceeded to "dry him out" with a diet of bread and milk.
Bum remained on the wagon the rest of his life.
There are many other wonderful stories of Bum. He is credited with saving a young pup by
dashing across the trolley tracks and carrying him off by the nap of his neck. One year bum's
picture was printed on every dog license issued in San Diego. A booklet of Bum’s splendid life
was created by the seventh grade students at Sherman Heights School. All of these anecdotes are
true and can be authenticated through old newspapers and books. That is why the story of Bum is
unique-it's true.

Even in death, Bum was special. When Bum was old and ailing with rheumatism, the people of
San Diego did not forget him. The Board of Supervisors proclaimed that Bum's medical bills at
County Hospital would be paid at the public expense. When Bum died, the children of San Diego
collected their nickels and pennies and arranged a fitting farewell funeral. Bum was buried at
Mount Hope Cemetery.

Marie Hitchcock's book, A Dog Called Bum, is an enchanting story of this local character. It is
recounted with drama and whimsy and will indeed capture the hearts of all who hear it. Mrs.
Hitchcock is San Diego's official "Puppet Lady." she delighted San Diego audiences for over
thirty-five years. She brought her puppets to Balboa Park's Puppet Theater, schools throughout
San Diego. One of her many puppets is Bum, who received a lifetime dog license from the San
Diego City. Her sister, Mrs. Engman made all of Marie’s puppets.
Vocabulary
casa: Spanish for house.
Vaquero: Spanish for cowboy.
land grant: a parcel of land given as a reward to some people by the governor of Mexico.
rancho: Spanish for ranch. pueblo: Spanish for a small town or village.
plaza: Spanish for a town square (public open area in a town).
Californios: the people at California under Mexican Ranch Era.
Additional resources and links may be found at http://boostersofoldtown.com/index.htm , at the Old
Town Chamber of Commerce http://www.oldtownsandiego.org/ and at Old Town San Diego State
Historic Park www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=663 and through the San Diego Historical Society.
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Sample Journal page

My visit to Old Town San Diego
I visited Old Town San Diego on _____________________________
Where I visited
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
What I know about
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
What I learned about
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
I most enjoyed
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

